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is what gives value to life. Without it, happiness
refuses to grow as, without the sun, neither
flowers nor fruits would come to gladden our eyes.

Ah! how charming is the Persian legend about
the perfectly happy man!

A king who was very powerful and very un-
happy, consulted his astrologers. "What must
one do to be happy ?" The latter, after patient
searching, found the clue to the riddle. "Omni-
potent king, you must wear the shirt of a per-
fectly happy man." After long search a poor
peasant was found who was perfectly happy. He
was a ragged fellow, who had no shirt.

IX. Auguste Comte has set forth the influence
of morality upon happiness in pages of absolute
lucidity:

."True human felicity," he says, "depends
more upon moral progress, over which at the same
time we have greater control, though its exercise
may be more difficult. There is no intellectual
improvement which, in this respect, could equal,
for instance, a real increase of goodness and of
courage."1

Elsewhere Comte formulates, in a still more
definite manner, the influence of moral progress
upon happiness:

1 A. Comte, Sysleme de pohtique positive.